  U.S. STATE PROJECT CRITERIA SHEET

Students are required to do research about a specific state on a variety of different topics and

present the information through a combination of written, visual and oral presentations. Each student will be required to turn in a state notebook containing the eleven mandatory pages listed below plus five additional pages of the student’s choice for a total of sixteen pages. Then each student will give an oral presentation based on his or her research. 

The overall objective of this at-home project is three-fold: to teach students the responsibility and importance of following directions, to develop time management skills and independently research a topic to gather specific information. Students, especially younger ones, need guidance from their parents on what is required and how to best complete the project as assigned. Completing each section by the stated deadlines and following the directions are just as important as the finished project itself.

NOTEBOOK REQUIREMENTS:

· Report Binder:  Plastic, see-through cover; 8.5” x 11” (3-hole clasp or spine)
· Cover Page:  First page stating Name of State, Student’s Name, Teacher’s Name, Grade Level, Date and a Photo or Illustration that depicts the state. This should be seen through the clear cover. 
· Table of Contents:  Table of contents page should list the pages in order (make sure each page is numbered in the lower right hand corner). 

· 16 Research Pages:  11 mandatory plus 5 student choice research pages. Each page must be clearly titled at the top of page to indicate the required section (State Bird, State Flag, etc.) as well as page numbers listed in the lower right hand corner.
· “Going Beyond” Page:  Optional.  Clearly title at the top of the page with a page number listed in the lower right hand corner.  See requirements below for details.

· Bibliography Page:  Site any source used in your research using the correct format 

· Other:  Report must be typed and formatted using Times New Roman, size 14 font, double-spaced 

Mandatory Inclusions: Be sure to label each page with correct title
All pages should include at least a ½ page written explanation, unless otherwise noted.

_____
1.
State Seal – colorful illustration or photo including a written explanation explaining the symbolic meaning of each component of the seal
 _____
2.
State Flag – colorful illustration or photo including a written explanation of the flag’s history as well as the meaning of each component of the flag.  If the flag and seal are the same, please let me know for an alternate assignment.
_____
3.
State Bird – colorful illustration or photo including the name of the bird and the significance of the bird in the state’s history.  Describe the bird’s habitat.  Explain 2 physical adaptations and 1 behavioral adaptation for this bird species.
_____
4.
State Flower & Tree – colorful illustration or photo including the name of the flower and tree and the significance to the state’s history (why is this the state flower and tree?).  Explain where the flower and tree can be found in the state – climate required, etc.
_____
5.
Natural Resources – colorful illustrations or photos of the natural resources found in the state (timber, coal, fisheries, etc).  Written explanation about the natural resources, why they are important to the state, and how they have impacted the state throughout its history (economic impact, jobs, growth, etc.)  Explain whether these resources are renewable, nonrenewable, or inexhaustible.
_____
6.
Historical Facts – should be at least 1 page long and should be chronologically organized;  include research on first known inhabitants, exploration, settlement, colonial and territorial days, how the state got its name, how it became a state and when it became a state (date and ordinal number; i.e. year: 1959; 50th state), colorful illustration or photo of early settlers and how they lived 
_____
7.
Timeline of Historical Facts – include at least 10 events from the state’s history and development and arrange on a timeline; make sure to include exact dates when possible and a sentence explaining the event.  Should coincide with information from the historical facts research.
​​​​_____
8.
Climate – written explanation about the climate of the state, include colorful graphs of temperature and annual rainfall for the state’s capital city.  Explain the impact the climate might have on the population and economy of the state. 
_____
9.
Political Features – written explanation about the state’s population, location within the United States (which region), bordering states/countries, # of counties, and major highway systems.  Explain the significance or history of the capital city. Include a colorful political map of the state illustrating the following:  state population, bordering states/countries, counties, capital city, and at least 3 major highways.  This is not about the political parties (Republicans or Democrats) from the state
_____
10.
Physical Features – name and describe the major landforms or regions; include the lowest and highest points in the state, the relative ranking in the U.S. based on the size of the state, important water sources; include colorful illustrations or photos of the physical features of the state
_____
11.
Historical Sites/National Parks/Major Attractions – name a minimum of five national/historical parks, battlefields, memorials, monuments, historical sites, preserves and/or major attractions. Choose your favorite one and describe the site, its significance and why you would like to visit it. Must include a colorful illustration or photo of one of the sites mentioned.
Additional Pages - (Choose 5) 
· Postcards from state; at least 3 and must be actual postcards (not virtual); include a ½ page explanation of the photo/picture on each postcard and what it tells about the state.
· Photos with a caption describing each photo and an explanation of the photo’s significance to the state
· Pictures of important historical sites, national parks, etc. with a written explanation describing the site, its significance and why you would like to visit it.  Can be one of the 5 sites listed in #11 above.
· Replicas of any historical documents with an explanation of the significance of the historical document.
· Famous people (past or present) born in your state with a written explanation describing the person and how they impacted society or history.  At least 2 people; one of which has to be a person who made a difference in the world (not athlete, musician, actor).
· Guinness Book of World Records from your state (2-3 fun facts with pictures) 
· Travel Brochures of your state; official publication from the Governor’s office or the Chamber of Commerce/Tourist Office or hand-made describing what a visitor might want to see if they visit the state.
· Other ideas for optional pages must be approved by Mr. Springer
“Going Beyond” Project Extension (Extra credit)

· Find a current event that is occurring in your state right now.  Research and read multiple sources about the event, learning as much as you can about it.  Write at least one page describing the event, its significance or impact to the state, nation, and/or world, and how it connects to another global event you are familiar with.  Include important quotes from people involved in the event.  Include at least one picture/photo related to the event.
NOTE:  All writing needs to be done in the students’ own words and not copied directly from any publication or source. Plagiarism will result in a failing grade. 

ORAL PRESENTATION REQUIREMENTS:
Students will be required to orally present information regarding the research on their state and conduct a brief question and answer period for their classmates. The presentation must be 15 - 20 minutes. Presentations will take place during the week of March 3rd – March 7th. 
Choose one (if you have another idea, submit to Mr. Springer for approval):
• An Original Video Presentation – starring or narrated by the student showing various aspects of the state researched.

• A Cultural Presentation – present a cultural aspect through song, dance, poetry, dress-up, or food that is unique to the state. If choosing food, please prepare enough for the entire class to sample. Important: Due to food allergies, please provide a list of all ingredients used!
* A model of the State – present a 3 dimensional model of your state, including landforms, important cities, regional information, etc.  BE CREATIVE! 
* A PowerPoint Presentation 
**Additional information regarding the oral presentation will be distributed in a few weeks.

PROJECT NOTIFICATION

The U.S. State Project (both notebook and oral presentation components) is due on 
(tbd) . If you are choosing a Cultural Presentation with food, I will give you a specific date and time for your presentation. If you have any questions, please see Mr. Springer. 
Name of state to be researched: ____________________________________________
We have received and reviewed the U.S. State Project Criteria Sheet and are aware of the (tbd) due date and requirements. We understand this project must be turned in on the date due to receive full credit. All late projects/reports will be lowered one full letter grade for each day late. (This includes those turned in late as a result of an absence or tardy.) 

State Researched:________________________________________________

__________________________________
_______________________________________

(Student Name Printed)




 (Student Signature)

___________________________________
_______________________________________

(Parent Signature)




(Parent Signature)

Due by (tbd)
Please circle one.

Yes, I am planning on presenting food as part of my presentation. 
No, I am not planning on presenting food as part of my presentation. 
